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A.  citica.1  I  nek  jit  chc  rule  or  Enopcnor  Haile  f’dasoic  of  Efhknpia.  tEgiirdcb  hy  many  as 

‘.V-,  a  rnl  by  &0  -"IC  ("  Oil  iw-jlrns  I  fr" 

Emperor  Haile  ScIhrrc  I  of  F-xhinpia.  (fill  c ir Ic-  "His  Imperial  Maj c Rty  Hailp  Selassie  II, 

CKMitpro  rirt£  P 'oil  of  the  Tribe  bf  Imlf-h.  King  of  K  ngg  arm  Hlra-I  afOod1  I  'as  a  I  inns' 
.iriEversally  be“n  remembered  os  a.  kmdLy  benetri  c-tor.  ytr  cite  evidence  duggerting  otbeiwbie  is 
OvL-nviieimi  :j ft. 

It  fa  argued  c  i at  he  iniplcvricnbfcd.  many  reforms  ir  his  tsmrtry  and  Rastafarians  he  e^c  him  to 
-c  Cfnd  incarnate:  -  sis  pmphe^iert  hy  Maic'.;s  (iarvey  -  txLt  hnw  j  r.Ht  itied  arc  these  sugjresMi'rsV 

If  WrO  cAe  as  Ttartinii  poiir  Fascist  I tK l>""-=:  invasion  of  Ethiopia,  we  find  Sblas-Rip  r'sxciig  to 
Britain  :n  a.  hraviE  ar*cr-pt  io  tally  snppon  fist  hi^  country..  Garvey  pointed  out  -_hst  he  "inn 
rtvrSy  from  his.  imiinlry  to  “upland.  >Ovm£  h  is  pOO|ll;  li>  h;  oiossannid  Hy  I  hr:  JtOfeEi  im“ 
(Marcus  Garvey.  J  Lie  E'-uibre  ot  liaLle  SejiiSLe  as  Lnraperor,  JJlack  Mao  -  London* 

Vlareh'Api  il  1937)  He  .  uvained  in  Bail:  lor  Ll  il-  juration  nil  Ik.-  wai,  Ini',  rm  retui  n  or  ll>  '.jIc 
is  plane  on  i  m  ill  n  m  he  Itceame  pa  utoici  alaim  die  pail isans  >vlie<  l  ai|  staycil  and  I l> i j yi. Ii I  the 
Ill.Uoil^.  fearing  Lheir  luavsry  and  preferring  obstaiuiu  Jiuet-s.  Thus.,  Lluey  weie  LrinJninLy 
"c  moved  from  pc-Ritioiif;  90  authority  and  "cplaccri  with  iJiokc  who  had  colbrbriratpd  with  r  he 
Iu?.:L;iilj  Oh  he  litLiiv  Ltiey  LOuld  Hi  easily  kept  Jei  hue  OhJ  would  be  Open  lo  I  he  L.etiLLiJi 
Si  In  SS  Oii-W-f  ID  OOrllToi  hi-4  <1  iglli  I  -i  t  MIS  Selfi*ii:'s  itfndni<l&  0  f  .ISStYl  irtj;  bOiI  SOVi  Ovirig  -Mb'! 
ivuiini-nmmg  powii  involved  breeding  :m  ulmospbere  oi  distrust  and  corruption  where 
gO  i-L:  nmuM  mlicial$  would  i nil 1 1  ml  1 1 1  yneh  n'.'Ci  ill  :1  l-J1  sn.LAH1  vy  Ou  tor  | h i iv e i _  L-jjdi  vjAi'iI  Ilg, 
.c  be  uoLiced  ;.:id  pro trru  ltd  by  iiie  Emperor,  ;.s  Lfie  fimmfckl  rewai  J&  uuuld  L>e  jjjeaL. 

r.lhinpis  -jhI  ivisiHi  ii  cou-uaii  wilh  any  orlv.’j  ftipilalisi  ser-i;  iy  Kir  ins1.aii<v.  daivi--£ 
-v;HSi-:iis  f-li  (lrcivsclVf^  pH'/ilcgfd  ;o  nv.- o  see  a  rich  pcruio  in  die  flesli  (shades  of  Hie 
.-jcime-esH  m  Uritam  psieving  oi>er  a  lcieritly  deceased  FracMsJj  Lb  achieve  Uuh  st-ite  of 
a  hail?,,  SelisSit  would  LliiOvv  Crum  r-,  Io  Llie  I  in  i:j_  lh_-  jll'i.  Ail  fs.  ample  Ol  LluS  V.llS 

::it  pKiCLi:^  uf  1 1  iL'OwUit  tup]3£-ft  LO  L:ie  pCOr  Lo  ueLebitile  h.H  Lij.  lfjiJhy  ^Outl  Veftr. 

That  is  ithy  ii  is  preiLia'ile  tbi  clue  Abyssinian  Me ^rc-is  arid  tliy  Ne^iiocs  O K i  e-  vro i  <1  In  will  L 
for  iLe  resLurii.iujj  mid  frwdo.::  of  Ltut  o>u:dry  wllbuuL  tire  assisiditLce  ofllaltt  SeliissLt, 
ctuonse  ul  bed  3l^  is  buLo  sEj  c-e  ufeisltr.  The  Negiuta  efllie  Western  World  tvlie'se  turerotirers 
suttoned  tor  Ibrce  hundred  yearn  under  the  mrmry  pf  slavery  might  in  he  ah3c  hi  appraciata 
I.vhi.1  ."feedojd  mieacu:.  SufeLy  they  cutLlOl  feel  juSUfreJ  in  yuppbrlu^  any  Sys -em  tiui  wuL.id 
■jjjld  their  brothers  in  s  lavery  in  another  counlty  wh !  ]  =rt  they  are  ciieyinir  the  bane  fits  of 
treed olu  ebeivheLe  i  t-e  Atric-iim  who  jje  tvt-e  cun  also  appreciats  t/.e  pcsrtKjrt  ofi-ir-Ti  lc. 
Aliyas  iiij.  What  i  ^3ii  3us  die  Fihperoi  n  teef?  slaves  when  all  Lie  denioe  aLt  seeL:oiis  rd'idie 
^■oikl  ^v«e  fiee.  w:ien  Lien  ioid  ibi  i.eld  tu  live,  to  deveEop,  tu  eaporid.  tu  eojuy  oh  Lfie 
■jcret^.tR  of  himi'i  liliertyj ((.iaryicy,  l^i 

Alwayt  UeJi'.ssie  Liod  to  exercise  ah  ho  Lute  cDr.trcL  punish  ic.e  those  who  undermined  Lns 
aulho  iLy.  I  '.vii  examples  In;  o^,  Ps  inee  I  mm  and  —  c-k  ute  Wiyk.a  Hawaiial.  Pi  inee  E  nvu  gave 
some  of  his,  1 1 1  l  L  -;  m  the  pcro^o  Hr  v  will  mm  the  hi  ope  n  s  jil-i  n  i:,si:nn  and  as  a  result  he  v-as 
esJJed  JbrmEliiiopia  fur  piyenry  years  fjj-  'distoyoily' .  Tekele  Ilawirniol,  ll  eetibruLed  war 
’em,  rcf.jsod  hribes  iltk!  upco  al  privilcgps  rod  scs  wor  ittpriRniKd  a^cL  finally  euctmcd  hy 


1935-1980s:  The  reign  of  Haile  Selassie  in 
Ethiopia 

A  critical  look  at  the  rule  of  Emperor  Haile  Selassie  of  Ethiopia,  regarded  by 
many  as  progressive,  and  by  some  as  God  incarnate! 

Emperor  Haile  Selassie  I  of  Ethiopia  (full  title  "His  Imperial  Majesty  Haile 
Selassie  I,  Conquering  Lion  of  the  Tribe  of  Judah,  King  of  Kings  and  Elect  of 
God")  has  almost  universally  been  remembered  as  a  kindly  benefactor,  yet  the 
evidence  suggesting  otherwise  is  overwhelming. 

It  is  argued  that  he  implemented  many  reforms  in  his  country  and  Rastafarians 
believe  him  to  be  God  incarnate  -  as  prophesied  by  Marcus  Garvey  -  but  how 
justified  are  these  suggestions? 

If  we  take  as  starting  point  Fascist  Italy's  invasion  of  Ethiopia  we  find  Selassie 
fleeing  to  Britain  in  a  brave  attempt  to  rally  support  for  his  country.  Garvey 
pointed  out  that  he  "ran  away  from  his  country  to  England,  leaving  his  people  to 
be  massacred  by  the  Italians" 

(Marcus  Garvey,  The  Failure  of  Haile  Selassie  as  Emperor,  Black  Man  -  London, 

March/ April  1937).  He  remained  in  Bath  for  the  duration  of  the  war,  but  on 
returning  to  take  his  place  on  the  throne  he  became  paranoid  about  the  partisans 
who  had  stayed  and  fought  the  Italians,  fearing  their  bravery  and  preferring 
obsequiousness.  Thus,  they  were  gradually  removed  from  positions  of  authority 
and  replaced  with  those  who  had  collaborated  with  the  Italians  as  he  knew  they 
could  be  easily  kept  in  line  and  would  be  open  to  the  methods  Selassie  used  to 
control  his  dignitaries.  Selassie's  methods  of  asserting  and  achieving  and 
maintaining  power  involved  breeding  an  atmosphere  of  distrust  and  corruption, 
where  government  officials  would  inform  on  each  other  in  a  constant  vying  for 
power,  each  wanting  to  be  noticed  and  promoted  by  the  Emperor,  as  the  financial 
rewards  could  be  great. 

Ethiopia  had  much  in  common  with  any  other  capitalist  society.  For  instance, 
starving  peasants  felt  themselves  privileged  to  even  see  a  rich  person  in  the  flesh 
(shades  of  the  homeless  in  Britain  grieving  over  a  recently  deceased  Princess). 

To  achieve  this  state  of  affairs,  Selassie  would  throw  crumbs  to  the  poor  and 


bribe  the  rich.  An  example  of  this  was  his  practice  of  throwing  coppers  to  the 
poor  to  celebrate  his  birthday  each  year. 


That  is  why  it  is  preferable  for  the  Abyssinian  Negroes  and  the  Negroes  of  the 
world  to  work  for  the  restoration  and  freedom  of  the  country  without  the 
assistance  of  Haile  Selassie,  because  at  best  he  is  but  a  slave  master.  The 
Negroes  of  the  Western  World  whose  forefathers  suffered  for  three  hundred 
years  under  the  terrors  of  slavery  ought  to  be  able  to  appreciate  what  freedom 
means.  Surely  they  cannot  feel  justified  in  supporting  any  system  that  would 
hold  their  brothers  in  slavery  in  another  country  whilst  they  are  enjoying  the 
benefits  of  freedom  elsewhere.  The  Africans  who  are  free  can  also  appreciate  the 
position  of  slaves  in  Abyssinia.  What  right  has  the  Emperor  to  keep  slaves  when 
all  the  democratic  sections  of  the  world  were  free,  when  men  had  the  right  to 
live,  to  develop,  to  expand,  to  enjoy  all  the  benefits  of  human  liberty [?]  (Garvey, 
1937) 

Always  Selassie  had  to  exercise  absolute  control,  punishing  those  who 
undermined  his  authority,  two  examples  being  Prince  Imru  and  Tekele  Wolda 
Hawariat.  Prince  Imru  gave  some  of  his  lands  to  the  peasantry  without  the 
Emperors  permission  and  as  a  result  he  was  exiled  form  Ethiopia  for  twenty 
years  for  "disloyalty".  Tekele  Hawariat,  a  celebrated  war  hero,  refused  bribes  and 
special  privileges  and  so  was  imprisoned  and  finally  executed  by 

decapitation.  If  Selassie  couldn't  have  someone  in  the  palm  of  his  hand  then  he 
would  get  rid  of  them. 

Progressive 

The  image  Selassie  liked  to  project  to  the  West  was  always  one  of  being 
somehow  progressive.  To  this  end  many  youngsters  were  sent  abroad  to  be 
educated,  though  when  they  returned  Selassie's  megalomania  and  greed  meant 
that  this  education  could  never  be  employed  to  initiate  any  reforms  in  the 
country.  Yet,  as  we  have  said,  Selassie  is  remembered  by  many  as  a  great 
reformer.  Rather  than  being  interested  in  reform,  Selassie  was  interested  in 
'development'.  This  allowed  him  to  appeal  for  funds  to  help  this  process.  To  this 
end  hospitals,  bridges,  factories  etc.  were  built,  all  bearing  the  name  of  the 
emperor.  But  as  the  money  poured  into  Ethiopia  much  of  it  was  misappropriated 
by  Selassie  and  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  found  their  way  into  his  personal 
bank  accounts.  The  West,  however,  continued  to  back  Selassie,  who  they 


regarded  as  a  bulwark  against  'communism'  in  Africa. 


In  the  sixties,  when  Selassie  had  begun  to  lose  his  grip  following  an  attempted 
coup  d'etat,  he  found  it  necessary  to  pay  Army  officers  and  his  Police  obscene 
amounts  of  money  to  maintain  loyalty  and  order.  Thus,  in  a  country  of  30  million 
farmers  and  100,000  police  and  military  personnel,  1%  of  the  state  budget  was 
allocated  to  the  farmers  and  40%  to  the  army  and  the  police. 

Sumptuous  Banquets 

Selassie  bred  corruption  in  Ethiopia;  he  maintained  a  backward  and  inhuman 
system  in  which  millions  of  his  subject  lived  in  degrading  poverty,  oppressive 
misery  and  ignorance.  Nowhere  in  the  world  was  the  gulf  between  rich  and  poor 
greater.  In  1973  Jonathan  Dimbleby  visited  northern  Ethiopia  and  made  the  film 
which  was  to  signal  the  end  for  Selassie.  The  film  for  the  first  time  showed  that 
people  were  starving  to  death  in  their  multitudes,  despite  the  money  for 

'development'  which  was  being  pumped  into  the  country.  At  the  Palace  the 
splendour  and  riches  seemed  to  know  no  bounds.  The  juxtapositioning  of  the 
two  contrasting  images  in  the  film  was  striking;  the  pigs  with  their  sumptuous 
banquets  were  growing  fatter  on  the  backs  of  walking  skeletons.  Of  course  this 
hunger  suited  Selassie  as  people  could  hardly  rebel  when  they  were  starving  to 
death.  There  was  in  fact,  however,  plenty  of  grain  in  Ethiopia.  But  landowners 
took  the  harvest  from  the  peasants,  grain  prices  doubled  and  the  farmers  who 
grew  the  grain  could  not  afford  to  buy  it. 

As  the  dying  continued,  western  journalists  were  no  longer  allowed  into 
Northern  Ethiopia. 

Selassie  preferred  to  show  off  his  great  'developments'  to  the  world  press.  The 
suffering  could  not  be  hidden  indefinitely  so,  as  the  situation  became  a  bigger 
and  bigger  embarrassment  to  the  Emperor,  the  Police  began  to  kill  off  the 
starving  en  masse. 

It  is  ironic  that  Selassie  liked  to  project  an  image  of  himself  to  the  world  of  a 
kind,  tolerant  and  benevolent  soul,  yet  those  in  his  country  who  detracted  from 
this  image  were  usually  executed.  Supporters  of  Selassie  could  argue  that  it  was 
his  underlings  and  not  he  that  were  responsible  for  the  atrocities  and  corruption, 
the  Emperor  being  kept  in  total  ignorance  of  the  situation.  A  look  at  the  facts 
shows  this  to  be  impossible.  Selassie  knew  what  he  was  doing  when  he  stuffed 


the  money  stolen  from  his  subjects  under  his  mattress  and  encouraged  others  in 
his  employ  to  do  likewise.  Polish  journalist  Ryszard  Kapuscinski  wrote  of 
Selassie:  "the  Emperor  himself  amassed  his  great  riches.  The  older  he  grew,  the 
greater  became  his  greed,  his  pitiable  cupidity... he  and  his  people  took  millions 
from  the  state  treasurer  and  left  cemeteries  full  of  people  who  had  died  of 
hunger,  cemeteries  visible  from  the  windows  of  the  royal  palace"  (The  Emperor 
(1984)  Picador  p.160). 

When  the  facts  of  history  are  written  Haile  Selassie  of  Abyssinia  will  go  down  as 
a  great  coward  who  ran  away  from  his  country  to  save  his  skin  and  left  the 
millions  of  his 

countrymen  to  struggle  through  a  terrible  war  that  he  brought  upon  them  because 
of  his  political  ignorance  and  his  racial  disloyalty.  (Garvey,  1937) 

Haile  Selassie  was  not  God  or  a  great  reformer;  but  a  callous,  greedy,  thieving 
autocrat,  who  should  be  remembered  for  the  murdering  leech  that  he  was. 
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